
 

Jesus asks the crowd in today’s Gospel why they ran to see John the Baptist. Sometimes 
when we go to hear a famous speaker or go to someone we admire we are looking for an-
swers. Our expectations are often not grounded in reality. Jesus asks the people what did 
they expect when they went to see John. Were they looking for someone nicely dressed? 
No, they were looking for a prophet and John was the greatest of these. Jesus’s words are 
almost like a eulogy for John. 
 

John announces and makes way for Jesus, marking the end of one era and the beginning 
of another. John announces a new time. John names the question we so often ask when a 
new exciting leader comes on the scene: Is this the one? Is this the person we’ve been 
waiting for? And if it is, how will we know? Our expectations can often be so great because 
we are constantly in need of renewal. Where in your life today do you need to experience 
fresh hope and newness? 
 

The Gospel ends with a paradox: John is the greatest that has ever been born; yet the peo-
ple who are considered the ‘lowest’ or the ‘least’ in this world are considered even greater 
than John by God. A statement that no doubt would have left a few people scratching their 
heads. 
 

‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, come forth from deep within me with Christmas luminous 
beauty. For my heart has become the sacred crib, the birthing place of God among us.’ 

Edward Hays (Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim) 
 Jane Mellet 

(taken from ‘Intercom’) 

 

Mass Times 
 

Sunday 
Saturday vigil 6.30pm, Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, 11.30am, 2.15pm (African Mass, 1st Sunday  
of each month), 4.00pm (Indian Mass, 2nd Sunday of each month) & 6.30pm 

 

Monday - Friday 
10.30am (& Monday at 7.00pm followed by Novena, except Bank Holidays) 

 

Holy Days of Obligation 
10.30am & 6.30pm 

 

Confessions 
Saturday immediately following the 10.30am Mass and at the Parish Office by request 

Third Sunday of Advent 
11 December 2016 

 

St Peter’s Church, Phibsborough  
Parish Newsletter 



 

Parish Clergy 

Fr Aidan CM - pp@stpetersphibsboro.ie  
Fr Ioan CM - fr.ioan@stpetersphibsboro.ie 
 

Parish Office 

Monday - Friday  

9.30am - 12.30pm 

T:   +353 1 838 9708 

F:   +353 1 838 9950 

E:   info@stpetersphibsboro.ie  

W:  www.stpetersphibsboro.ie  
 

Pastoral Office 
Ms Kirsten Mahon 

T:   +353 1 810 2572  
E:   pastoral@stpetersphibsboro.ie 

 

Monday Novena 
“O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us 
who have recourse to thee.” 
The Miraculous Medal Novena continues each 
Monday evening at 7.00pm. All are encouraged 
to attend. 
 

AMM Meeting 
The Association of the Miraculous Medal will hold 
their next monthly meeting on Monday, 19 De-
cember in the Church directly after the Novena 
Mass. There will be a short talk, followed by dis-
cussion, and finally Adoration of the Blessed Sac-
rament. All are most welcome.  
 

A Word on the Word 
Held on Monday’s from 7.30pm - 8.30pm in St 
Peter’s Club (entrance at car park on Cabra 
Road), the sessions will focus on the readings for 
the following Sunday.  This is the last one before 
Christmas.  It will resume on 9 January 2017. 
 

Patrician Meeting 
All Hearts Come Home for Christmas 
The Legion of Mary will hold a meeting on Tues-
day, 13 December in St Peter’s Club at 7.30pm. 
The topic for discussion is ‘Welcome Home for 
Christmas?’ All are welcome.  
 

Join us as we Pray for Vocations 
On Thursday’s after Mass the Vincentian Com-
munity here in St Peter’s invite you to join with 
them in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament for 
vocations to the Vincentian Community in Ireland. 
 

 
 

 

Loving Memory 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of all those 
who died recently especially George Domican 
(Dowth Avenue).  Eternal rest grant unto them O 
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, 
may they rest in peace.  Amen.  
 

 

Legion of Mary  
Meetings take place Monday’s and Wednesday’s from 

7.00pm in the Frank Duff Room  
(entrance via the Parish Office)  

 

Monday - Our Lady of All Nations 

Wednesday - Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament  

 

Bereavement Counselling 
One-to-one sessions take place on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings in 
St Peter’s. For appointments and information contact: 

The Bereavement Counselling Service, Baldoyle, Dublin 13. 

Telephone: 839 1766,  Monday to Friday from 9.00am - 1.00pm.  

For further information please email: bereavement@eircom.net. 
 

Anam Cara, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding its 
next monthly Parent Evening on Wednesday, 21 December from 7.30pm to 
9.00pm in B.A.S.E Brackenstown Road, Swords, Co. Dublin. This event is 
open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the cir-
cumstances of their death, or whether the death was recent or not.  

 

Sing for Simon 
You are invited to join in an evening of Christmas Carol singing through 
Phibsborough on Monday, 12 December. 
6.30pm - Optional run through of tunes in All Saint’s Church 
7.00pm - Depart for Carolling calling at:  
Phibsborough Fire Station - a way to say ‘thank you’ to them for their 
service to the community 
Phibsborough Library - the Library is open late that night, so this is an 
opportunity to spread some Christmas cheer to patrons as they come and 
go.   
Phibsborough Shopping Centre - carolling in aid of Dublin Simon Com-
munity.   
We’ll finish up around 8.30pm with light refreshments provided after the 
singing.  For more information please contact abigail@christchurch.ie.  
RSVP by Wednesday, 7 December to allow for printing of song sheets.  
Organised in partnership with Phibsboro’ Village Tidy Town. 

 

Christmas Carol Concert 
Please join us here on  

Sunday, 18 December at 7.30pm  
for a Christmas Carol Concert  

(with mince pies and mulled wine!)  
with our own choirs of St Peter’s  
including the Children’s Choir.   

Donations will be most gratefully received in 
aid of St Peter’s Organ Fund. 
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Sunday 
Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 
St Damasus I, pope is not celebrated this year 

 
Monday 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
St Finnian, bishop 

Mass with Novena Prayers 7.00pm 
Legion of Mary 7.00pm 
Word on the Word 7.30pm 

 
Tuesday 

St Lucy, virgin & martyr 

 
Wednesday 

St John of the Cross, priest & doctor of the Church 

Legion of Mary 7.00pm 

 
Thursday 

Prayer for Vocations directly after Mass 

 
Sunday 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
St Flannan, bishop is not celebrated this year 

Readings 
Is 7:10-14. 
Ps 23:1-6, R/ cf vv 7, 10. 
Rm 1:1-7. 
Mt 1:18-24. 
 
 

************ 
 

 
Weekly Collections 
Recent collections amounted to: 
Organ Fund (2 Dec)  =  €   131.98 
Collection from Humanitarian Concert 

Church (4 Dec)  =  €1,537.62 
Share (4 Dec)   =  €   486.08 
Repairs (4 Dec)  =  €   934.77 

Thank you very much for your continued 
support. 

 
Church Gate Collections 
This is the annual Diocesan collection for 
the Society of St Vincent de Paul.  It re-
places the usual Share collection.   
The next Church Gate Collection will take 
place on Saturday, 31 December 2016 / 
Sunday, 1 January 2017 in aid of essen-
tial Church repairs. 
 
 

 

Hospital Visits 
Do you know of any parishioners in hospital at the moment?  Would they like one 
of our priests to visit them?  If so, please contact the parish office with details. 

Christmas Cards & Calendars 
Mass Bouquets €7.00, Novena Cards €4.00, Society of St Vincent de Paul Cards 
(2 sizes) €5.00 and €6.00 and Church Art Calendars €2.00 are available from the 
Parish Office and the Repository. 
 

Weekly Boxes 
The weekly boxes of envelopes are available from the Parish Office. They com-
menced from the First Sunday in Advent, 27 November 2016. 
 

Christmas Dues 
Christmas Dues Envelopes are available at the Church doors.  Please return them 
to the Parish Office.   

SVP Food Appeal 
This year we repeat our annual Food Appeal.  SVP staff are trying to keep up with 

the demand from food banks as Christmas approaches 
– particularly for families in need.  Types of food ur-
gently needed include pasta/rice, fruit juice, tea/coffee, 
soup, sugar, powdered milk, tinned meat/fish, tinned 
veg/fruit, packaged dessert, biscuits. Please bring your 
non-perishable food items to Masses this weekend.  

1916 Exhibition in the Pro Cathedral  
Ministry, Advocacy and Compassion 1916 exhibition which examines the role of 
the Catholic Church in 1916 continues from 1.30pm - 5.30pm daily at St Kevin’s 
Chapel, Pro-Cathedral. Admission is free. To arrange a group booking, contact the 
Pro-Cathedral parish office at 01 874 5441 or email: procath@dublindiocese.ie.  
See more at: http://www.dublindiocese.ie/1916-exhibition-in-the-pro-cath…  
 

St Francis Hospice 
Festival of Carols takes place in St Agatha’s Church, North William Street, Dublin 
1 on Monday, 12 December at 7.30pm.  All proceeds collected will be in aid of St 
Francis Hospice, Raheny. 
 

‘Voices from the Pro-Cathedral’  
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral is hosting a charity concert on Tuesday, 13 December at 
7.30pm in aid of Brother Kevin’s Capuchin Day Centre for the Homeless and Dogs 
Aid Animal Rescue.  Listen to Celine Byrne, Johnny Logan, Linda Martin, Secret 
Garden, the Boys of the Palestrina Choir & St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral Girls’ Choir.  
Enjoy Readings from Anne Doyle, Mary Kennedy, Sharon Ni Bheolain, Derek 
Mooney and Maureen O’Sullivan.  Contact Orla Kearney, 087 9949010 or email: 
procathedral@eircom.net. Tickets, €15, on sale at the door or in advance through 
Pro-Cathedral parish office 9.30am to 5.00pm - Monday to Friday and 9.30am to 
2.00pm on Saturday. Join us for a magical star filled night of songs and readings. 
  

Celtic Tenors  
Will play in Rathmines Parish on Wednesday, 21 December. Tickets €25 - unre-
served seating arrangement. Doors close at 7.45pm Sharp - Concert commences 
at 8.00pm. Ticket sales on www.eventbrite.ie also available from 64 Lower 
Rathmines Road. Tel: 01 497 2035 - Further information is available from:  
www.celtic-tenors.com and www.wmi.ie 

Medjugorje Irish Centre Pilgrimages 
Airport Transport & 7 nights B&B = €279. Go to: www.med-irishcentre.com for 
more details. Tel: 443 4510 or: reservations@med-irishcentre.com.  
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BECAUSE VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES MATTER

St. Peter’s Church,
Phibsborough,

Dublin 7

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited
For AD information Please Call:

Christine 086 813 79 24 or 1850 790000
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• FREE SALES VALUATION  • FREE PROBATE VALUATION 

139 Phibsborough Rd, 
Phibsborough, Dublin 7

Call Us For Free On
1800 364 364 

0r Drop Into Our Local Branch

Ciaran jones Vincent mullen austin reynolds kate mullery kyle o’brien 

Ø Commercial & Residential
Ø Boiler Upgrades
Ø Boiler Servicing
Ø Plumbing & Heating
Ø Free Estimates
Ø Competitive Prices
Ø SEAI Registered Contractor
Ø RGII Registered Contractor

Established in 1992
Tel: 01 458 20 10  /  01 458 28 30

Web: www.gjengineering.ie

•  Great Gift Ideas
•  NEW! Bargain Basement
•  10% Off with this Ad

       Tel: 01-8098600

(5 mins from National Aquatic Centre)

         Quality Irish Candles

                www.lalor.ie  /  www.rathbornes1488.com

RATHBORNE LALOR
CANDLES

Specialists in
Disability Bathrooms 

& Stairlifts 
We offer full 

assistance with Grant 
Application

 Tel. 01 547 0611
www.cooleyhealthcare.ie 

• Residential Property • Family Law
• Wills & Probate • Personal Injury

• Small Business Law

Church Special Off er
Wills 2 for the price of 1 for spouse / partner

Tel: 01 832 62 86

Suite 7, Seaview Offi  ces, Main Street, Howth
E: info@gdpatton.com

TONY DIXON ELECTRICAL

Tel: 01 8378858 / Mob: 0872748505

·  House Rewiring Specialist
·  All Grant Work Undertaken
·  Free Estimates

Kinane Studio
Photographing people since 1960 

Specialist in copying and restoring of photos
that have been damaged or faded over 

the years 
• Family and Pet Portraits

• Passort photos for any country 
• 10% discount with this cut out

all work done personally by Maria Kinane
36/37 berkeley Rd., Phibsboro, Dublin 7. 

Tel:  8304598✁

BLANCHARDSTOWN GLASS
WINDOWS AND DOORS

 Complete Glazing Service, Mirrors 
Glass table tops,

PVC Windows and Doors

CALL: 01 - 821 62 22

CLEANING
CLEARVIEW

Window Cleaning
Gutter Cleaning 

& Repairs, Carpet 
Cleaning, Power 

Washing,
Special Church Off er

for Windows + Gutters

Ph: 01 - 8391564

M: 087 6698943 / 086 8527425

clearviewcleaning@eircom.net

    340 North Circular Road, Phibsboro

Fresh food Deli, Groceries and Hot Food to go
Great value off ers

    Billpay and            phone top-up available    Billpay and            phone top-up available

Full
Off -Licence
Now Open!

SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters – Support Our Advertisers!

COLLIS PHARMACY
350 North Circular Road

Serving the people of
Phibsboro since 1905

Ph: 01-830 0295 / Fax: 01-830 5244

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm

Sat, 9am-6pm
Sun & Bank Holidays, 

11am-1pm

Specialists In Home Adaptations
For the Eldery & Less-Abled

Bath Out - Shower In

Less-Abled Bathrooms

Stairlifts

Ramps & Steps

Extensions & Conversions

Call Now on (01) 828 4589

Suncroft Avenue, Portmarnock

www.home-healthcare-adaptations.ie

A safe space in Phibsborough 
for you to be heard, supported 

& understood during any 
diffi culties you may be 

experiencing.
Phone: 086-803-4888

Web: www.introspectcounselling.com

Ne
ed

 to
 ta
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? With you on your journey

GLASNEVIN TRUST 
MONUMENT WORKS

LOCATED IN PALMERSTOWN CEMETERY
NEW HEADSTONES, ADDED INSCRIPTIONS, 

RENOVATIONS ETC…

Call: 086 331 34 32
Rmcgowan@glasnevin.ie

FREE
QUOTES

You can’t always be there. But we can.

Live happier at home, for longer. 
7 Marino Mart, Dublin 3

Tel: 01 8535048
HomeInstead.ie

• Grave Maintenance
• Wooden Surrounds

• Headstones Of Distinction
• Inscriptions • Restoration
• Repolishing • Chippings

• Accessories
Ph: 01 8904466

GRAVE
MAINTENANCE

SERVICES

Tel: 01 838 9947
305 North Circular Rd, Phibsboro, D7 

www.ashleyford.ie

SALES, SERVICE & PARTS
YOUR MAIN 

FORD DEALER
FOR DUBLIN 7

Tel: 01 838 9947

FOR DUBLIN 7

Fully Escorted Group Pilgrimages

(01) 878 8159  |  WWW.MARIAN.IE

Medjugorje from €599pps 

Fátima Centenary from €659pps

Holy Land from €1430pps

Shrines of Italy from €639pps

special group rates available

(01) 878 8159  |  

special group rates availablespecial group rates availablespecial group rates available
full itineraries of all of the above & more at marian.ie 

or call to our o�ce for any enquiries

Lourdes from €689pps 




