
 

Christmas Day 
 
If you were to put together a guest list for the birth of the Messiah 
2000 years ago one might expect political leaders like Caesar  
Augustus and religious leaders such as the chief priests and the 
Pharisees to be included. Yet for Luke, the shepherds are some of 
the first to welcome Jesus into this world and are the first 
‘preachers’ of the Good News. Many would find it completely 
shocking that Shepherds would be included. It was a disreputable 
trade and shepherds were considered ‘unclean’ because of their 
profession. At first they were terrified, but the angels reassured 
them: ‘do not be afraid’. The response of the shepherds was  
immediate: ‘let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing which 
has taken place’. 
  
The poor, the marginalised, the outcast will be the first to  
experience the abundance of God’s hospitality through Jesus and 
the shepherds come in their name. We are told that people were 
amazed by the shepherds and their words. Their journey didn’t 
end in Bethlehem, for them it was perhaps only the beginning as 
they returned ‘glorifying and praising God’. We are invited to  
Bethlehem today, to open up our hearts to the one who has come 
to bring hope and joy. And we return, like the shepherds, ‘glorifying 
and praising God for all they have seen and heard’. We must allow 
that love to penetrate our hearts and celebrate with our family and 
friends the joy that lives amongst us. And when we have finished 
celebrating we remember that the real work of Christmas begins 
once again: 
  

‘When the song of the angels is stilled.  
When the star in the sky is gone. 

When the kings and princes are home.  
When the shepherds are back with their flocks. 

The work of Christmas begins;  
to find the lost;  

to heal the broken;  
to feed the hungry;  

to release the prisoner;  
to rebuild the nations;  

to bring peace among people;  
to make music in the heart.’ 

Howard Thurman 
 

Jane Mellet 
(taken from ‘Intercom’) 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
25 DECEMBER 2016 

 

St Peter’s Church, Phibsborough  
Parish Newsletter 



 

Loving Memory 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of all those  
who died recently and throughout 2016.  Eternal 
rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.  
Amen.  
 

The Vincentian Community at  

St Peter’s, Phibsborough wish you  

Peace & Joy this Christmas  &  

every Blessing for the New Year 

 

A Night To Watch & Glorify God 
The African Chaplaincy, Catholic Archdiocese of Dublin invite you to celebrate  
A Night To Watch & Glorify God on New Year’s Eve in St Peter’s Church.  
Commencing at 9.30pm it will feature the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Confes-
sion, Rosary, Eucharistic Celebration, Adoration, Benediction & Songs of Praise.  
For more details contact Fr Cornelius CM - 086 109 1226, Paul - 086 312 7392,  
Martin - 085 161 1640 or Francis - 087 418 2334.  All are welcome. 

 
Cuidiu Breastfeeding Group  
Cuidiu Breastfeeding Group welcomes all mothers and babies on Wednesday’s 
from 10.00am - 11.30am in St Peter’s Club (entrance at car park on Cabra Rd). 
Cuidiu is a voluntary support group where you can meet other mothers, social-

ise, get advice, learn and make new friends.  Cost: €4 per session (members 

€2). Phone Ann Rigney at 087 983 2433 or go to: www.cuidiu.ie for more details.  
The group will resume on Wednesday, 11 January. 

 
New Parent & Toddler Group 
‘Little Angels’ Parent & Toddler Group will commence on Wednesday, 11 January 2017 
from 10.30am to 12.00pm at Presentata House, 263 North Circular Road (entrance on 
Charleville Road). The cost is €3.00 per parent, tea and biscuits provided.  Under the 
auspicious of the Legion of Mary.   
 

 

Saturday, 24 December 
Christmas Eve - Vigil 9.00pm 
The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Readings 
Is 62:1-5. 
Ps 88:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29, R/ cf v 2. 
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25. 
Mt 1:1-25 (shorter form 1:18-25) 
 
Sunday, 25 December 
Christmas Day 
The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Readings 
Is 52:7-10. 
Ps 97:1-6, R/ v 3. 
Heb 1:1-6. 
Jn 1:1-18. 

 
Monday, 26 December 

St Stephen, first martyr 

Bank Holiday 
 
Tuesday, 27 December 

St John, apostle & evangelist 
 
Wednesday, 28 December 

The Holy Innocents, martyrs 
 
Thursday, 29 December 

St Thomas Becket, bishop & martyr 

Prayer for Vocations directly after Mass 
 
Friday, 30 December 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 
Saturday, 31 December 
St Sylvester, pope 

 

Parish Clergy 

Fr Aidan CM - pp@stpetersphibsboro.ie  
Fr Ioan CM - fr.ioan@stpetersphibsboro.ie 
 

Parish Office 

Monday - Friday  

9.30am - 12.30pm 

T:   +353 1 838 9708 

F:   +353 1 838 9950 

E:   info@stpetersphibsboro.ie  

W:  www.stpetersphibsboro.ie  
 

Pastoral Office 
Ms Kirsten Mahon 

T:   +353 1 810 2572  
E:   pastoral@stpetersphibsboro.ie 

http://www.cuidiu.ie/


 
Sunday, 1 January 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 
Monday, 2 January 

Ss Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, bishops & doctors of 
the Church 

Bank Holiday 
 
Tuesday, 3 January 

The Holy Name of Jesus 
St Munchin (Mainchin), bishop 
 
Wednesday, 4 January 

St Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton, religious (Vincentian) 

Legion of Mary 7.00pm 
 
Thursday, 5 January 

St Charles of St Andrew, priest 

Prayer for Vocations directly after Mass 
 
First Friday, 6 January 
The Epiphany of the Lord - Holy Day of 
Obligation.  Masses 10.30am & 6.30pm 
There will be no Sacred Heart Confraterni-
ty due to the Holy Day 
 
Saturday, 7 January 
Bl. Lindalva Justo de Oliveira, virgin & martyr (Vincentian) 
St Raymond of Penyafort, priest 

Children of Mary Sodality 10.30am 
 
Sunday, 8 January 
The Baptism of the Lord 

Readings 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7. 
Ps 28:1-4, 9-10, R/ v 11. 
Acts 10:34-38. 
Mt 3:13-17. 
 

************ 
 

Weekly Collections 
Recent collections amounted to: 
Church (18 Dec)  =  €1,369.89 
Share (18 Dec)   =  €   591.64 
Organ Fund (Carol Service) =  €   626.35 
Thank you very much for your continued 
support. 

 
Church Gate Collections 
The next Church Gate Collection will take 
place on Saturday, 31 December 2016 / 
Sunday, 1 January 2017 in aid of essential 
Church repairs. 

 

Evening of Prayer & Music 
Join Our Lady of Dolours Church, Glasnevin, on Saturday, 31 December from 
11.30am-12.15pm for a Service of Music, Reflections and Silence as we ask 
God's blessing and wisdom as we begin a New Year. 

 
Senior Help Line 
Ireland’s only national listening service for older people, will be open every day 
over Christmas and the New Year from 10.00am to 10.00pm.  We are here to 
take your call if you are on your own, feeling isolated, worried or would like some-
one to talk to.  Christmas can be a sad time for many people, and in the midst of 
apparent universal gaiety, some of us can feel very alone.  Senior Help Line vol-
unteers are trained older people who understand the ups and downs of life, and 
are happy to listen, to keep company and to support.  So let us put the compan-
ionship into Christmas this year.  LoCall 1850 440 444, no call costs more than 
30 cents.  All calls completely confidential. 

 
Training for Carers  
Looking for a career in the care sector? Family Carers Ireland are providing the 
QQI Level 5 Healthcare Award in 2017 in or around your area based on de-
mand.  One-day topic specific workshops also available.  For more info contact 
the training unit on 057 932 2920. 

 
Experience the Christmas Story...  
… in the land where it actually happened. Take the trip of a lifetime to the Holy 
Land,12 - 22 June 2017.  Group Leader, Mícheál de Barra and Spiritual Director, 
Fr John Newman (Bible Scholar).  Email: culturaltoursireland@gmail.com or tele-
phone Mícheál at 086 833 7681. 

Thank You All 
On behalf of the Vincentian Community at St Peter’s, I would like to  
sincerely thank all the volunteers who give so much  of their time to help 
us in so many ways.  We wish you and yours God’s blessing this Christ-
mastide and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.                   

Fr Aidan Galvin CM 

 

callto:1850%20440%20444
mailto:culturaltoursireland@gmail.com










BECAUSE VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES MATTER

St. Peter’s Church,
Phibsborough,

Dublin 7

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited
For AD information Please Call:

Christine 086 813 79 24 or 1850 790000
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• FREE SALES VALUATION  • FREE PROBATE VALUATION 

139 Phibsborough Rd, 
Phibsborough, Dublin 7

Call Us For Free On
1800 364 364 

0r Drop Into Our Local Branch

Ciaran jones Vincent mullen austin reynolds kate mullery kyle o’brien 

Ø Commercial & Residential
Ø Boiler Upgrades
Ø Boiler Servicing
Ø Plumbing & Heating
Ø Free Estimates
Ø Competitive Prices
Ø SEAI Registered Contractor
Ø RGII Registered Contractor

Established in 1992
Tel: 01 458 20 10  /  01 458 28 30

Web: www.gjengineering.ie

•  Great Gift Ideas
•  NEW! Bargain Basement
•  10% Off with this Ad

       Tel: 01-8098600

(5 mins from National Aquatic Centre)

         Quality Irish Candles

                www.lalor.ie  /  www.rathbornes1488.com

RATHBORNE LALOR
CANDLES

Specialists in
Disability Bathrooms 

& Stairlifts 
We offer full 

assistance with Grant 
Application

 Tel. 01 547 0611
www.cooleyhealthcare.ie 

TONY DIXON ELECTRICAL

Tel: 01 8378858 / Mob: 0872748505

·  House Rewiring Specialist
·  All Grant Work Undertaken
·  Free Estimates

Kinane Studio
Photographing people since 1960 

Specialist in copying and restoring of photos
that have been damaged or faded over 

the years 
• Family and Pet Portraits

• Passort photos for any country 
• 10% discount with this cut out

all work done personally by Maria Kinane
36/37 berkeley Rd., Phibsboro, Dublin 7. 

Tel:  8304598✁

    340 North Circular Road, Phibsboro

Fresh food Deli, Groceries and Hot Food to go
Great value off ers

    Billpay and            phone top-up available    Billpay and            phone top-up available

Full
Off -Licence
Now Open!

SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters – Support Our Advertisers!

COLLIS PHARMACY
350 North Circular Road

Serving the people of
Phibsboro since 1905

Ph: 01-830 0295 / Fax: 01-830 5244

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm

Sat, 9am-6pm
Sun & Bank Holidays, 

11am-1pm

A safe space in Phibsborough 
for you to be heard, supported 

& understood during any 
diffi culties you may be 

experiencing.
Phone: 086-803-4888

Web: www.introspectcounselling.com

Ne
ed

 to
 ta

lk
? With you on your journey

GLASNEVIN TRUST 
MONUMENT WORKS

LOCATED IN PALMERSTOWN CEMETERY
NEW HEADSTONES, ADDED INSCRIPTIONS, 

RENOVATIONS ETC…

Call: 086 331 34 32
Rmcgowan@glasnevin.ie

FREE
QUOTES

You can’t always be there. But we can.

Live happier at home, for longer. 
7 Marino Mart, Dublin 3

Tel: 01 8535048
HomeInstead.ie

Tel: 01 838 9947
305 North Circular Rd, Phibsboro, D7 

www.ashleyford.ie

SALES, SERVICE & PARTS
YOUR MAIN 

FORD DEALER
FOR DUBLIN 7

Tel: 01 838 9947

FOR DUBLIN 7

Fully Escorted Group Pilgrimages

(01) 878 8159  |  WWW.MARIAN.IE

Medjugorje from €599pps 

Fátima Centenary from €659pps

Holy Land from €1430pps

Shrines of Italy from €639pps

special group rates available

(01) 878 8159  |  

special group rates availablespecial group rates availablespecial group rates available
full itineraries of all of the above & more at marian.ie 

or call to our o�ce for any enquiries

Lourdes from €689pps 




