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‘Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”  (from the Feast Day readings)

Every day | watch the Mass goers stream in through the Cabra Road door without ever giving a thought to the two carved panels
either side of the entrance. The space is so dominated by the Shrine to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal that the panels hardly get
any attention, though one of them provides a useful plinth on which to write petitions. In fact, the twin carvings, one of Christ risen
from the dead, and the second, of Mary rising into Heaven, provide a perfect image for the way | now think of the feast of the
Assumption - a celebration of the Resurrection and its implications for each one of us. It was not always so.

As a child, the 15t of August meant only one thing, the “Big Fair Day in Belmullet”. My grandmother gave us half a crown, and sent
us off to spend it. Oh wonderful liberation, without any restriction! | gambled part of it, at a hucksters roulette table, bought ice-cream
with part of it, and one glorious summer, at least, bought stink bombs! | am not sure that my granny entirely approved of the latter
purchase, but she said nothing. There were no boundaries on the 15t of August. | have absolutely no memory of Mass, but as itis a
Holy Day, | am sure we went. No priest's sermon from those days stays with me, but even St Thomas Aquinas himself could not
have competed with the impatient dreams of delights to come in the Market Square once sacred duty had been attended to. 1977
changed all that forever, and the day became the marker of my mother's death. We should have realised that the cancer we thought
banished had returned, the photographs make it obvious, but detection was not as good then as now, and her death came as a sud-
den and quiet devastation. At the time, the words of religion could dull, but not take away the pain of immediate grief, but later, the
connection to the Assumption brought real and enduring consolation. In the raising of the Mother of Jesus, body and soul | could
see a foretaste of my own mother's future, at peace in her place in Paradise. The, up to then, theoretical faith in the resurrection
becomes real, when you imagine someone you love not moldering in a grave for eterity, but waiting only for the trumpet sound to
be raised in Glory to where Mary has already gone. It is this idea of the Assumption that shapes my thinking of this feast even to this
day.

| have long since lost the need to buy stink bombs on this feast day and the sadness | feel on this day has long ago been replaced
by a peaceful remembrance of a good mother. Instead, | think of this day as a joyful celebration of Christ's Resurrection, precisely
because the raising of Our Lady, body and soul to paradise is proof, if such were needed, that the Resurrection actually works!
Christ is alive, his tomb is empty, and the process of drawing all of us to Him in Heaven has already begun!

The Cabra Road door seems to capture the idea perfectly. To the right is Jesus raised from the dead, and to the left is Mary
Assumed into Heaven, while between them, streaming in from outside are the rest of us, coming to find the place with them that He
has won for us and she assures us actually exists. | will be celebrating the feast in far away Beijing, but in my mind | will be looking
at the two panels, and giving thanks that Christ's goodness and Our Lady's fidelity give me hope that death is not the end and great-
er glories are still to come.

Death is swallowed up in victory.
Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?

Fr Joseph Loftus CM (Beijjing, China)
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Monday Novena

“O Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.”

The Miraculous Medal Novena continues
each Monday evening at 7.00pm. All are
encouraged to attend.

AMM Meeting

The Association of the Miraculous Medal
will hold their next monthly meeting on
Monday, 21 August in the Church directly
after the Novena. There will be a short talk
and discussion followed by Adoration of the
Most Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome.

Join us as we Pray for Vocations
On Thursday'’s after Mass the Vincentian
Community here in St Peter’s invite you to
join with them in prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament for vocations to the Vincentian
Community in Ireland.

Sacrament of the Sick

Our monthly Sacrament of the Sick takes
place the third Saturday of every month at
10.30am. We encourage those of you who
are ill to join with us if you can.

Legion of Mary
Meetings take place on
Monday and Wednesday
evenings (ex. Bank Holidays)
from 7.00pm in the
Frank Duff Room

(entrance via Parish Office)

Monday -
Our Lady of All Nations

Wednesday -
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament

In Loving Memory

Please pray for the repose of the souls of all those who
died recently especially Jennifer Deysel née Crosbie.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. Amen.

Feast of the Assumption

On Tuesday, 15 August we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass times are as follows:
Monday Vigil: 7.00pm

Tuesday: 10.30am and 6.30pm

The Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers will take place after the Vigil Mass.

Certificate in Theology

This is a one-year course is offered by St Patrick’s College Maynooth from Sep-
tember which aims to provide a dynamic learning environment for those seek-
ing a comprehensive foundation in Catholic Theology or for those who wish to
develop and broaden their Theological knowledge. Participants will gain a more
thorough understanding of their lived faith and its application to both parish and
public life. Key areas of study: Sacred Scripture, Social Ethics, Sacramental
Theology, Liturgical Theology, Spirituality, Pastoral Theology, Church Histo-

ry. Lectures will be on Mondays and Wednesdays 6.30pm - 9.30pm, plus two
Saturdays in the second semester. For more info: contact Dr Suzanne Mulligan
Tel: 01 474 7665 or email: Suzanne.mulligan@spcm.ie / admissions@spcm.ie.

Spirituality Course

2017-2019 programme is now open for our Adult Education Certificate. This is
a two-year, part-time evening programme in Spirituality run in partnership with
Lumen in the Lumen Dominican Centre, Sion Hill, Blackrock. There are no ex-
ams and no prior learning is required — all in a relaxed and convivial environ-
ment. For more information or to book contact Anne Ryan on 086 884 3652,
email: anneryanflanagan@gmail.com or see www.lumenop.ie.
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Contact Andrew at Massey Bros.

Call free phone 1800 740 000

40 years.

Call: 086 331 34 32

Cremore Bakery 330 North Circular Road, Phibsboro, Beside P.O.

Tea / Coffee / Sandwich / Rolls / Birthday Cakes.
Ph: 01860 3267 [i www.cremorebakery.com

» Commercial & Residential
> Boiler Upgrades

> Boiler Servicing

» Plumbing & Heating

> Free Estimates

» Competitive Prices

> SEAI Registered Contractor
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Established in 1992
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* Great Gift Ideas
« NEW! Bargain Basement
« 10% Off with this Ad

Tel: 01-8098600
(5 mins from National Aquatic Centre)
Quality Irish Candles
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COLLIS PHARMACY
350 North Circular Road
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Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm
Sat, 9am-6pm
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11am-1pm
Serving the people of
Phibsboro since 1905
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You can’t always be there. But we can.

Live happier at home, for longer.
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A Dominican centre
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TALLAGHT VILLAGE
DUBLIN 24

www.smithspharmacy.ie SERVICES:

Tel: 01 552 2002

BECAUSE VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES MATTER

®

Smith’s Pharmacy, 2b Quarry Road, Cabra, Dublin 7 - Opening Hours: Mon-Sat: 9am-6pm

Specialists in
Disability Bathrooms
& Stairlifts
We offer full
assistance with Grant
Application
Tel. 01 547 0611

www.cooleyhealthcare.ie

MARIAN PILGRIMAGES
FULLY ESCORTED GROUP PILGRIMAGES
THE HOLY LAND

— Following in the Footsteps of Jesus —

Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Galilee, Nazareth

8 nights - €1355pps
October 2", 8t 9t & 16% 2017

9 nights - €1575pps
November 21 2017

FULLY ESCORTED PACKAGED PILGRIMAGE - SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS - SERVICES
OF MARIAN PILGRIMAGES REP. ON THE GROUND - LOCAL ENGLISH SPEAKING

GUIDES - SEA OF GALILEE BOAT TRIP - TAXES, TIPS & INSURANCE
(01) 878 8159 | WWW.MARIAN.IE .

Tel: 01-9011749
Mob: 087-2318852

Contact us today Monday - Friday
8:00am - 6:00pm

Full
Off-Licence
Now Open!

340 North Circular Road, Phibsboro
Fresh food Deli, Groceries and Hot Food to go
Great value offers

¥ Billpay and phone top-up available

Reviews | Smoking Cessation | Blood Pressure Monitoring
| Repeat Prescriptions | Weight Management | Passport Photos

All prescipions dispensed including: GMS, Private, Drug Payment Scheme,
Long Term lliness, Hospital Emergency, Dental

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited
For AD information Please Call:
Ruth 086 045 27 37 or 1850 790000

St. Peter’s Church,
Phibsborough,
Dublin 7



