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An Affirmation of “SHE”

‘Keep your rosaries off my ovaries”. During the never-ending campaigns to repeal the 8th amendment, the fore-mentioned pithy
slogan made a perfect chant to silence any Catholic who might object to abortion. Its casual irreverence probably only added to the
appeal, and guaranteed more coverage, without ever changing the opinion of anybody for or against. Its “success’, if that is the word,
is that it suggests that the Rosary and Ovaries are polar opposites, and by extension, Catholicism and Women's freedom are equally at
odds. As we are celebrating the month of the Rosary it is perhaps time to look at the model of femininity proposed by the Rosary, and
especially the prayer at its heart; the Hail Mary.

Hail Mary, full of Grace

Mary is spoken to by God's messenger by NAME, it implies an essential dignity, there is no condescension, no patronizing epithet, instead
she is first spoken to directly, as a person, not as a representative of her gender, or some form of “breeding chamber” a la the successful
TV programme “Handmaids”. The encounter is one which acknowledges, that though the message is from God, the person receiving the
message is also worthy of respect.

The Lord is with you

“With” is an interesting word here, the relationship it suggests is similar to Jesus with the Samaritan woman. In that case, the disciples are
shocked by his departure from custom that he talks with her, but he does it anyway and treats her as if she were his equal . Here, God is
with Mary, it suggests a similar kind of approach, it is a non-aggressive presence “with”.

Blessed are you among women

Now Mary is being engaged with as a woman, her gender becomes relevant, but again prepositions are important. You are blessed
“among woman”, not in contrast to all other women, (another translation puts it “Among women you are the most blessed”) which better
suggests the common bond between Mary and every women, all of whom are important.

And blessed is the fruit of your womb...

Finally we get to the maternal role that is being offered to Mary, but again note the word “and”, Mary has been acknowledged both as a
person and a women, before her role as mother is introduced. “And” is used here NOT “because”, and demands we see her motherhood
as being built on the strong foundations of her dignity as a person, and her gender.

It would be wrong to suggest that Our Lady's image has never been used to keep women in a secondary place, and that is what those
Rosaries/Ovaries slogans are complaining about. But in their sloganeering they fail to realize that Catholicism is more than their “woman
hating stereotype” and that every time we say the Rosary, in all those Hail Marys we are affirming a truth, that it was a woman, respected
as a person who, by her free choice, gave us our Lord and Saviour Jesus.

Fr Joseph Loftus CM
(Beijing, China)
Email: jloftuscm@olcbeijing.org

Mass Times

Sunday
Saturday vigil 6.30pm, Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, 11.30am, 2.15pm (African Mass, 1st Sunday
of each month), 4.00pm (Indian Mass, 2nd Sunday of each month) & 6.30pm

Monday - Saturday
10.30am (& Monday at 7.00pm followed by Novena, except Bank Holidays)

Holy Days of Obligation
10.30am & 6.30pm

Confessions
Saturday immediately following the 10.30am Mass and at the Parish Office by request



Parish Clergy
Fr Aidan CM - pp@stpetersphibsboro.ie
Fr loan CM - fr.ioan@stpetersphibsboro.ie

Parish Office

Monday - Friday

9.30am - 12.30pm

T. +353 18389708

F: +353 1838 9950

E: info@stpetersphibsboro.ie
W: www.stpetersphibsboro.ie

Pastoral Office

Ms Kirsten Mahon

T: +3531810 2572

E: pastoral@stpetersphibsboro.ie

Monday Novena

“O Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.”

The Miraculous Medal Novena continues
each Monday evening at 7.00pm. All are
encouraged to attend.

A Word on the Word

Held Monday’s from 7.30pm in the Confer-
ence Room (via Parish Office), the sessions
take on a new format - “An Introduction to
the Bible, Understanding the Old Testa-
ment’.

Join us as we Pray for Vocations
On Thursday'’s after Mass the Vincentian
Community here in St Peter’s invite you to
join with them in prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament for vocations to the Vincentian
Community in Ireland.

Welcome

We welcome into the Catholic Church baby
Aoileann Rose Ni Dhonncha who was baptised
here in St Peter’s in September. We wish her
every blessing as she takes her first steps as a
new member of our Christian family.

St Peter’s Newsletters (& other publications)!!!

It has been brought to our attention recently that some people within the parish
and surrounding areas have been receiving our weekly newsletters, among
other publications, in the post. We would like to clarify that this has not been
instigated by us here at St Peter’'s. We invite you all to take a copy of our
newsletter away with you to read in the comfort of your own homes, but we
would ask you not to forward them to others in the area, either by hand or by
post, unless you have been specifically asked to do so by individuals them-
selves. We thank you for your understanding in this matter.

Sacramental Preparation

This month we begin the journey of Sacramental Preparation towards First Holy

Communion and Confirmation with the children from St Peter’s National School.

They will celebrate the beginning of this journey during the enrolment Masses.
Sunday, 15 October - Communion Enrolment Mass - 11.30am
Sunday, 22 October - Confirmation Enrolment Mass - 11.30am

We ask you to keep them, their families and their teachers in your prayers. We

wish them every blessing during this special time.

Phibshoro’ Aid

Founded in 1972, Phibsboro’ Aid provides sheltered accommodation for the
senior citizens of Phibsborough and its environs. It is a wholly voluntary organi-
sation. This would not have been possible without the commitment of its volun-
teers and the backing of the people of Phibsborough. To maintain this work we
appeal for your support for our annual collection next weekend and we thank
you for your continued generosity.




St Peter's Parish invites you to
Take Some Time for Yourself
Join us for our Week of Guided Prayer 15 - 21 October 2017
As places are limited, you will need to register for this in advance.
Please complete and return the registration form,

available at the Church doors, to the Parish Office or Sacristy
on or before Monday, 9 October 2017

Mission Month Events

Sunday, 8 October

Mass for benefactors & returned missionaries: St Joseph’s Oratory, St Pat-
rick’s College, Maynooth at 2.00pm. Chief Celebrant: Archbishop Kieran O'Reilly.
Light refreshments will be available after the Mass. Please RSVP to Fiona Walsh
if you wish to attend, email: fiona@wmi.ie or call the office on (01) 497 2035.

Kenyan Exhibition: There will be an exhibition highlighting the work of Irish mis-
sionaries to Kenya, spanning 100 years (1916-2016). This exhibition will be on
view for those attending the Mass at St Patrick’s College.

Friday, 13 October

National Day of Prayer for Children: A country-wide event, with the main cele-
bration coming from Carlow Cathedral. Chief Celebrant: Bishop Denis Nulty. This
is the 10th year of the National Day of Prayer. To complement the World Meeting
of Families 2018, the theme this year is ‘Let's be Family’.

Saturday, 14 October

Miles for Mission: Phoenix Park. Registration online at: www.popupraces.ie but
entrants can register on the day from 9.00am at the Papal Cross. World Missions
Ireland, in conjunction with the World Meeting of Families, is hosting this annual
walk/run. Given the huge numbers of Irish missionaries overseas, we are hoping
that this event will be an occasion for families to come together on mission and
to help raise funds for missionaries working with very needy families around the
world. The 2km family walk begins at 10.00am, while the 5K and 10K events will
commence at 10.30am. The Archbishop of Cashel & Emly, Archbishop Kieran
O’Reilly will be there on the day to join and walk with our missionary families.

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings

s 5:1-7.

Ps 79:9, 12-16, 19-20, R/ Is 5:7.

Phil 4:6-9.

Mt 21:33-43.

Monday

Bl. John Henry Newman, priest

Ss Denis, bishop & Companions, martyrs
St John Leonardi, priest

Mass with Novena Prayers 7.00pm
Legion of Mary 7.00pm
A Word on the Word 7.30pm

Wednesday

St John XXIIl, pope
St Canice, abbot

Legion of Mary 7.00pm

Thursday
Prayer for Vocations directly after Mass

Saturday

St Callistus I, pope & martyr

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

St Teresa of Avila, virgin & doctor of the Church is not
celebrated this year

Readings

s 25:6-10.

Ps 22:1-6, R/ v 6.
Phil 4:12-14, 19-20.
Mt 22:1-14.
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Weekly Collections - 1 Oct
Recent collections amounted to:

Church = €1,748.79
Share = € 420.34
Repairs = € 798.80

Thank you very much for your continued
support.

Church Gate Collections

This week’s is in aid of the Society of St
Vincent de Paul. Next week’s will be in aid
of Phibsboro’ Aid. See details on page 2.



SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters - Support Our Advertisers!

Contact Andrew at Massey Bros.

Call free phone 1800 740 000

Cremore Bakery 330 North Circular Road, Phibsboro, Beside P.O.

Tea / Coffee / Sandwich / Rolls / Birthday Cakes.
Ph: 01860 3267 [i www.cremorebakery.com

GLASNEVIN TRUST

SALES, SERVICE & PARTS T e
LOCATED IN PALMERSTOWN CEMETERY
FgoRg’l?Jg‘ddl!gR NEW HEADSTONES, ADDED INSCRIPTIONS,
FOR DUBILIN 7 RENOVATIONS ETC...

— Rmcgowan@glasnevin.ie

» Commercial & Residential
> Boiler Upgrades

> Boiler Servicing

> Plumbing & Heating

> Free Estimates

» Competitive Prices

> SEAI Registered Contractor
> RGII Registered Contractor

Established in 1992
Tel: 01 458 20 10 / 01 458 28 30
Web: www.gjengineering.ie

Tel: 018389947
305North Circular Rd, Phibsboro, D7
www.ashleyford.ie
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_THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

COLLIS PHARMACY
350 North Circular Road
Opening Hours
Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm
Sat, 9am-6pm
Sun & Bank Holidays,
11am-1pm
Serving the people of
Phibsboro since 1905

Ph: 01-830 0295 / Fax: 01-830 5244

You can’t always be there. But we can.

Live happier at home, for longer.

.
HomeTnstead
[seniow ikl

Marino Mart, Dublin 3
Tel:01 8535048
Homelnstead.ie

HERTZ 294A NORTH CIRCULAR RD.
YOUR LOCAL VAN & CAR HIRE COMPANY

Phone:Ol 817 8476
emai: NCr@hertz.ie

Hertz
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Advertisers: (i
AVAILABLE

Advertising Locally is more important
than ever!
Encourage customers to help keep

Phibsboro a vibrant, thriving community
by doing YOUR business locally
If you would like to advertise please

contact Ruth on

086 045 27 37

_THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

MARIAN PILGRIMAGES
FULLY ESCORTED GROUP PILGRIMAGES
THE HOLY LAND

— Following in the Footsteps of Jesus —

Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Galilee, Nazareth

8 nights - €1355pps
October 2", 8t 9t & 16% 2017

9 nights - €1575pps
November 21t 2017

FULLY ESCORTED PACKAGED PILGRIMAGE - SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS - SERVICES
OF MARIAN PILGRIMAGES REP. ON THE GROUND - LOCAL ENGLISH SPEAKING

GUIDES - SEA OF GALILEE BOAT TRIP - TAXES, TIPS & INSURANCE
(01) 878 8159 | WWW.MARIAN.IE

Tel: 01-9011749
Mob: 087-2318852

Contact us today Monday - Friday
8:00am - 6:00pm

For more information contact
Ruth Bolger on 086 045 27 37
or rbolger@4lpi.ie

Full
Off-Licence
Now Open!

340 North Circular Road, Phibsboro
Fresh food Deli, Groceries and Hot Food to go
Great value offers

¥ Billpay and phone top-up available

www.smithspharmacy.ie SERVICES:

Reviews | Smoking Cessation | Blood Pressure Monitoring
| Repeat Prescriptions | Weight Management | Passport Photos

All prescipions dispensed including: GMS, Private, Drug Payment Scheme,
Long Term lliness, Hospital Emergency, Dental

Tel: 01 552 2002

Smith’s Pharmacy, 2b Quarry Road, Cabra, Dublin 7 - Opening Hours: Mon-Sat: 9am-6pm

®

BECAUSE VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES MATTER

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited
For AD information Please Call:
Ruth 086 045 27 37 or 1850 790000

St. Peter’s Church,
Phibsborough,
Dublin7



