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Holding Hands with God 

The readings of Isaiah are very moving during Advent, calling us to consider our relationship    
with God in new ways.  Isaiah invites us to consider a relationship with God on a very deep and      
personal level, to feel comforted, loved and protected.  There is constant encouragement not to  
be afraid.   
I am the LORD, your God, who grasp your right hand;   
It is I who say to you, “Fear not, I will help you.”  Isaiah 41:13. 
 

I have read these words every Advent for years, focused on the words, “Fear not.”  But one   
morning as I looked at this passage, I noticed the beginning of it:  
“I am the Lord, your God who grasps your right hand.”      
 

It is fairly specific.  Not that I was reaching out to God, but that God was reaching out to me –    
and grasping me by my right hand. How wonderful. I relaxed into that image and tried to picture 
that.  What would it be like to have God hold my right hand?  
 

Terrible!  I couldn’t do anything! 
 

I am right-handed and if God is holding onto it, how would I get all of my things done?  I am a 
busy, busy person (sometimes so busy that I am coming and going at the same time).  With my 
right hand un-usable, I couldn’t drive, use the computer or grab my mobile phone.  If I really     
ponder the image of the Lord grasping my right hand, it takes me several minutes to get beyond,  
“I can’t get anything done!”  
 

Then I pause in my mental distress and hold this dilemma up to God as an offering: “What now, 
God?”   
 

I am the LORD, your God, who grasp your right hand ... I will help you. 
 

I can see that the passage means that I can’t do it all alone.  I am strong, busy, independent and 
apparently somewhat arrogant.  I want to do it all myself.  How do I share my life and my work with 
a God who at the moment seems to be hampering my progress?   
 

That’s where the Isaiah reading adds, “It is I who say to you, ‘Fear not, I will help you.’”   
I really, really don’t have to do it alone.  I can step off my self-imposed pedestal and join the rest of 
the human race in asking for help. 
 

I can ask God every morning to open my heart in new ways for the freedom to accept what God 
wants for me - not what I want for me.  I can realize that God stands ready, cherishing me every 
moment, holding my hand and offering me a banquet. 

 

Mass Times 
 

Sunday 
Saturday vigil 6.30pm, Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, 11.30am, 2.15pm (African Mass, 1st Sunday  
of each month), 4.00pm (Indian Mass, 2nd Sunday of each month) & 6.30pm 

 

Monday - Saturday 
10.30am (& Monday at 7.00pm followed by Novena, except Bank Holidays) 

 

Holy Days of Obligation 
10.30am & 6.30pm 

 

Confessions 
Saturday immediately following the 10.30am Mass and at the Parish Office by request 
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Legion of Mary  
Meetings take place on Monday and Wednesday evenings 
(ex. Bank Holidays) from 7.00pm in the Frank Duff Room 
(entrance via Parish Office)  

Monday   
Our Lady, Queen of All Nations 
Wednesday  
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament  

 

Parish Clergy 
Fr Aidan CM - pp@stpetersphibsboro.ie  
Fr Ioan CM - fr.ioan@stpetersphibsboro.ie 
 
Parish Office 

Monday - Friday  

9.30am - 12.30pm 
T:   +353 1 838 9708 
F:   +353 1 838 9950 

E:   info@stpetersphibsboro.ie  

W:  www.stpetersphibsboro.ie  
 
Pastoral Office 
Ms Kirsten Mahon 
T:   +353 1 810 2572  
E:   pastoral@stpetersphibsboro.ie 

 

Monday Novena 
“O Mary, conceived without sin, pray 
for us who have recourse to thee.” 
The Miraculous Medal Novena continues 
each Monday evening at 7.00pm. All are 
encouraged to attend. 
 
AMM Meeting 
The Association of the Miraculous Medal 
hold their next meeting Monday, 18 Decem-
ber in the Church directly after the Novena. 
There will be a short talk and discussion 
followed by Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. All are welcome to attend.  
 
A Word on the Word 
Held Monday’s from 7.30pm in the Confer-
ence Room (via Parish Office), the sessions 
take on a new format - ‘An Introduction to 
the Bible, Understanding the Old Testa-
ment’.  
 
Patrician Meeting 
The Legion of Mary will hold a meeting on 
Tuesday, 19 December in the Frank Duff 
Room at 7.30pm (entrance via the Parish 
Office). The topic for discussion is ‘The Joy 
of Christmas’.  All are welcome. 
 
Join us as we Pray for Vocations 
On Thursday’s after Mass the Vincentian 
Community here in St Peter’s invite you to 
join with them in prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament for vocations to the Vincentian 
Community in Ireland. 
 

 

Humanitarian Symphony Orchestra 
A great night was had by all on Thursday, 7 December.  Thanks to all involved 
for a most entertaining evening.  Thanks also to the people who contributed to 
the collection in aid of St Peter’s Parish.  A total of €71.97 was raised. 
 
Happy Birthday 
Heartiest congratulations must go to Marie Clarke as she celebrates her 102nd 
birthday.  Please remember her in your prayers. 
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In Loving Memory 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of all those who died 
recently especially Michael Ryan (Rathdown Road). Eternal 
rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon them, may they rest in peace.  Amen.  

 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
Readings 
Is 61:1-2, 10-11. 
Ps Lk 1:46-50, 53-54, R/ Is 61:10. 
1 Thess 5:16-24. 
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28. 

 
Monday 
St Flannan, bishop 
Mass with Novena Prayers 7.00pm 
Followed by AMM meeting 
Legion of Mary 7.00pm 
A Word on the Word 7.30pm 

 
Tuesday 
Patrician Meeting 7.30pm 

 
Wednesday 
St Fachanan, bishop 
Legion of Mary 7.00pm 

 
Thursday 
St Peter Canisius, priest & doctor of the Church 
Prayer for Vocations directly after Mass 

 
Saturday 
St John of Kanty, priest 

 
4th Sunday of Advent 
Readings 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16.  
Ps 88:2-5, 27, 29, R/ cf. v 2. 
Rm 16:25-27. 
Lk 1:26-38. 

 
************ 

 
Weekly Collections  
Recent collections amounted to: 

Church (8 Dec)   =  €   401.41 
 

Church (10 Dec)    =  €1,012.69 
SVP (10 Dec)   =  €7,780.60    
Thank you very much for your continued 
support. 
 
 

 

Sacramental Preparation  

 

You Shall Be My Witnesses - Sunday, 17 December  
A special Mass will take place at 11.30am for the children from St Peter’s  

National School due to make their Confirmation next year. 

 

St Peter’s Christmas Liturgy 
Confessions  
Monday 18th December 
Cluster Penitential Service - Church of the Most Precious Blood 7.30pm 
Wednesday 20th - Friday 22nd  
11.00am - 12.00pm 
Saturday 23rd December  
11.00am - 12.30pm  
 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday 24th December 
Fourth Sunday of Advent - Christmas Eve  
8.00am / 10.00am / 11.30am. No 6.30pm Mass 
Carol Service 8.15pm followed by Christmas Vigil 9.00pm  

 

Coffee Morning 
The Cremore Bakery (across from the Church) will host a Christmas Cake and 
Pudding Tasting also a Coffee and Mince Pie Morning in aid of the Ladies of 
Charity today (Sunday) directly after the 10.00am and 11.30am Masses. Please 
come join us and support this great charity. 
 
‘Church at the Heart of the World’ 
A new book of poems by Fr Eamon Flanagan CM is on sale in the Parish Office 
and Repository priced €7. Includes references to Phibsborough, Knock, Frank 
Duff etc… Would make a lovely Christmas gift for the avid reader in your life.  
 
Christmas Cards & Calendars 
Mass Bouquets €7.00, Novena Cards €4.00, Society of St Vincent de Paul Cards 
(2 sizes) €5.00 and €6.00 and Church Art Calendars €2.20 are available from the 
Parish Office and the Repository. 
 
Weekly Boxes 
The weekly boxes of envelopes are available from the Parish Office. They com-
menced from the First Sunday in Advent, 3 December 2017. 
 
Christmas Dues 
Christmas Dues Envelopes are available at the Church doors.  Please return 
them to the Parish Office.   
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Charity No. 20009601

Buy a Trócaire Gift
and transform lives

this Christmas

Buy online at
trocaire.org or

Call 1850 408 408

St. Peter’s Church,
Phibsborough,

Dublin 7

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited
For AD information Please Call:

1850 790000

SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters – Support Our Advertisers!

BECAUSE VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES MATTER

HERTZ 294A NORTH CIRCULAR RD.
YOUR LOCAL VAN & CAR HIRE COMPANY

01 817 8476Phone: 
ncr@hertz.ieEmail: 

Advertisers:
Advertising Locally is more important 

than ever!
Encourage customers to help keep 

Phibsboro a vibrant, thriving community 
by doing YOUR business locally 

If you would like to advertise please 
contact Ruth on

086 045 27 37

You can’t always be there. But we can.

Live happier at home, for longer. 
7 Marino Mart, Dublin 3

Tel: 01 8535048
HomeInstead.ie

    340 North Circular Road, Phibsboro

Fresh food Deli, Groceries and Hot Food to go

    Billpay and            phone top-up available

Full

Now Open!

Fully Escorted Group Pilgrimages

(01) 878 8159  |  WWW.MARIAN.IE

Medjugorje - Holy land - Lourdes - Fatima - Italy

Organising a Group for 2018
Over 27 years experience in group pilgrimages
Support from a dedicated professional management team
Tailored itineraries & special rates available as standard 
Promotional material to build & inform your group
Spiritual, enthusiastic & experienced guides on all trips
Fully licensed and bonded Tour Operator TO142

Contact us for a free quotation
with no commitment

Commercial & Residential
Boiler Upgrades
Boiler Servicing
Plumbing & Heating
Free Estimates
Competitive Prices
SEAI Registered Contractor
RGII Registered Contractor

Established in 1992
Tel: 01 458 20 10  /  01 458 28 30

Web: www.gjengineering.ie

Tel: 01 838 9947
305 North Circular Rd, Phibsboro, D7 

www.ashleyford.ie

SALES, SERVICE & PARTS
YOUR MAIN 

FORD DEALER
FOR DUBLIN 7

THIS SPACE IS

Tel: 01-9011749
Mob: 087-2318852  

Contact us today Monday - Friday 
8:00am - 6:00pm

For more information contact
Ruth Bolger on 086 045 27 37
or rbolger@4lpi.ie

Contact Andrew at Massey Bros.  

Massey Bros. 88a Cabra Road, Dublin 7 

T: 01 838 9774 | E: andrew@masseybros.com  
www.masseybros.com 

Call free phone 1800 740 000 

Cremore Bakery 330 North Circular Road, Phibsboro, Beside P.O.

Tea / Coffee / Sandwich / Rolls / Birthday Cakes.

Ph: 01 860 3267               www.cremorebakery.com

SERVICES: Free Home Delivery | Free Blister Packing | Medicine Usage 
Reviews | Smoking Cessation | Blood Pressure Monitoring

| Repeat Prescriptions | Weight Management | Passport Photos

All prescipions dispensed including: GMS, Private, Drug Payment Scheme, 
Long Term Illness, Hospital Emergency, Dental

ALL
PRODUCTS
3 FOR 2(EXCLUDING MEDICENES & 

OTHER OFFERS)

Smith’s Pharmacy, 2b Quarry Road, Cabra, Dublin 7 -  Opening Hours: Mon-Sat: 9am-6pm

GLASNEVIN TRUST 
MONUMENT WORKS

LOCATED IN PALMERSTOWN CEMETERY
NEW HEADSTONES, ADDED INSCRIPTIONS, 

RENOVATIONS ETC…

Call: 086 331 34 32
Rmcgowan@glasnevin.ie

FREE
QUOTES

www.smithspharmacy.ie

Tel: 01 552 2002

THIS SPACE IS

COLLIS PHARMACY
350 North Circular Road

Serving the people of
Phibsboro since 1905

Ph: 01-830 0295
Fax: 01-830 5244

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm

Sat, 9am-6pm
Sun & Bank Holidays, 

11am-1pm
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