
 
Mystery Revealed to Us in the Hay 

 
The story of the birth of Jesus is full of joy in the midst of 
great conflict and sadness.  Jesus' mission is revealed to 
us, in how he came to us - in poverty and humiliation. 
There, in the hay, we begin to know.  There, in the    
manger, we begin to understand.  Our God is revealed to 
us by coming in the lowliest of possible places.  It is a 
meditation for our whole lives.  
 
This story is here to bring us light in the midst of any 
darkness, poverty, rejection, emptiness, sinfulness we 
experience.  By reminding us of where he comes, the 
Good News is also a revelation of who we are.  We are 
the "people who walk in darkness".  We are people who 
experience parts of our lives as dry and unwelcoming as 
that hay.  
 
We get our word "manger" from the Latin root, which 
means simply "to eat".  Jesus comes, into the greatest 
place of our poverty, not only to be "with us" but to    
nourish us.  The manger can be the place we go this 
Christmas to be fed with the acceptance, love, and 
peace we need.  There is no place of darkness in which 
we need ever feel alone.  There is no situation, no loss, 
and no tragedy that need ever leave us empty.  There is 
no sin, no matter how selfish that will ever leave us apart 
from God's love. 
 
Now, our eyes are opened to the wondrous joy of his 
coming to us in that manger 2,000 years ago, so that we 
will know and understand his coming to us in our hunger 
today, and ultimately so that we will long for his final 
coming to bring us to the banquet that has been         
prepared, to fill all our longing.  
 

Pope Francis 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
24 DECEMBER 2017 
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The Vincentian Community at  

St Peter’s, Phibsborough wish you  

Peace & Joy this Christmas  &  

every Blessing for the New Year 
Sunday, 24 December 
4th Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Eve - Vigil 9.00pm 
The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Readings 
Is 62:1-5. 
Ps 88:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29, R/ cf v 2. 
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25. 
Mt 1:1-25 (shorter form 1:18-25) 
 

Monday, 25 December 
Christmas Day 
The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Readings 
Is 52:7-10. 
Ps 97:1-6, R/ v 3. 
Heb 1:1-6. 
Jn 1:1-18. 
 

Tuesday, 26 December 
St Stephen, first martyr 
Bank Holiday 
 

Wednesday, 27 December 
St John, apostle & evangelist 
 

Thursday, 28 December 
The Holy Innocents, martyrs 
Prayer for Vocations directly after Mass 
 

Friday, 29 December 
St Thomas Becket, bishop & martyr 
 

Sunday, 31 December 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
St Sylvester, pope is not celebrated this year 
Readings - Year B 
Gen 15:1-6, 21:1-3. 
Ps 104:1-6, 8-9, R/ vv 7, 8. 
Heb 18:11-12, 17-19. 
Lk 2:22-40 (shorter form 2:22, 39-40). 
 Or  
Eccles (Sir) 3:2-6, 12-14. 
Ps 127:1-5, R/ cf. v 1. 
Col 3:12-21. 
Lk 2:22-40 (shorter form 2:22, 39-40). 

 

Parish Clergy 

Fr Aidan CM - pp@stpetersphibsboro.ie  
Fr Ioan CM - fr.ioan@stpetersphibsboro.ie 
 

Parish Office 

Monday - Friday  

9.30am - 12.30pm 

T:   +353 1 838 9708 

F:   +353 1 838 9950 

E:   info@stpetersphibsboro.ie  

W:  www.stpetersphibsboro.ie  
 

Pastoral Office 
Ms Kirsten Mahon 
T:   +353 1 810 2572  
E:   pastoral@stpetersphibsboro.ie 

The Vincentian The Vincentian CCommunity at ommunity at 

SSt Petert Peter’’s, Phibsborous, Phibsborouggh wish you h wish you 

Peace & JoPeace & Joyy this  this CChristmas  & hristmas  & 

every Blessing for the New every Blessing for the New YYeaearr

 

Senior Line 
Ireland’s only national listening service for older people, will be open every day 
over Christmas and the New Year from 10.00am to 10.00pm.  We are here to 
take your call if you are on your own, feeling isolated, worried or would like 
someone to talk to.  Christmas can be a sad time for many people, and in the 
midst of apparent universal gaiety, some of us can feel very alone.  Our volun-
teers are trained older people who understand the ups and downs of life and 
are happy to listen, to keep company and to support.  So let us put the compan-
ionship into Christmas this year.  Freephone 1800 804 591.  Calls are completely 
confidential. 

Thank You All 
On behalf of the Vincentian Community at St Peter’s, I would like to  
sincerely thank all the volunteers who give so much of their time to help 
us in so many ways.  We wish you and yours God’s blessing this  
Christmastide and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.                   

Fr Aidan Galvin CM 
    

FFFFFr AAAF idannnA n Gaaan alvina CM
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Monday, 1 January 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
World Day of Peace 
Bank Holiday 
 
Tuesday, 2 January 
Ss Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, bishops & doctors of 
the Church 
 
Wednesday, 3 January 
The Holy Name of Jesus 
St Munchin (Mainchin), bishop 
Legion of Mary 7.00pm 
 
Thursday, 4 January 
St Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton, religious (Vincentian) 
Prayer for Vocations directly after Mass 
 
First Friday, 5 January 
St Charles of St Andrew, priest 
Sacred Heart Confraternity 10.30am 
 
Saturday, 6 January 
The Epiphany of the Lord - Holy Day of 
Obligation.  Mass: 10.30am 
There will be no Children of Mary Sodality 
or Confessions due to the Holy Day 
 
Sunday, 7 January 
The Baptism of the Lord 
Bl. Lindalva Justo de Oliveira, virgin & martyr (Vincentian) 
& St Raymond of Penyafort, priest are not celebrated this year 
Readings - Year B 
Is 55:1-11.  
Ps Is 12:2-6, R/ v 6. 
1 Jn 5:1-9. 
Mk 1:7-11. 
 Or 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7. 
Ps 28:1-4, 9-10, R/ v 11. 
Acts 10:34-38. 
Mk 1:7-11. 
 

************ 
 
Weekly Collections 
Recent collections amounted to: 
Church (17 Dec)  =  €1,315.39 
Share (17 Dec)   =  €   448.91 
Thank you very much for your continued 
support. 
 
Church Gate Collections 
The next Church Gate Collection will take 
place on Saturday, 6 January / Sunday, 7 
January 2018 in aid of essential Church 
repairs. 

 

Please do take a look at the advertisements at the back of our Newsletter       
because it is thanks to the support of these businesses that allows us to have 
such a colourful and impressive Newsletter. If you do avail of the services of one 
of our advertisers please do let them know you saw their advert in the Newsletter 
so that they know they are getting value for their investment! 

Seasons Greetings 
Marion McCormack (administrator), Antoinette Dunne (parish       
secretary), Ecaterina Lungu (parish receptionist) and Kirsten Mahon 
(pastoral assistant/sacristan) would like to wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and a new year full of good health & peace.  We look   
forward to seeing you all in 2018. 
 
Thank You  
The proceeds from this year’s Christmas Fayre have been finalised 
and a cheque has been sent to St Peter’s Conference of the Society 
of St Vincent de Paul in the amount €1,215.03.  We thank you all 
most sincerely on their behalf for your continued generosity. 

Thank You 
The Ladies of Charity wish to thank all those who supported them at the Coffee 
and Mince Pie Morning last Sunday at the Cremore Bakery. A total of €300 
was raised.  Once again we thank you for your generosity. 
 
Monday Novena 
“O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.” 
The Miraculous Medal Novena continues each Monday evening at 7.00pm. It 
resumes on 8 January. All are encouraged to attend.  
 
A Word on the Word 
Held on Monday’s from 7.30pm - 8.30pm in St Peter’s Club (entrance at car park 
on Cabra Road), the sessions focus on the readings for the following Sunday.  It 
will resume on Monday, 15 January 2018.  
 
Bereavement Counselling 
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. For appointments and information contact 
the Bereavement Counselling Service, Baldoyle, Dublin 13.  Tel: 839 1766,  
Monday - Friday from 9.00am - 1.00pm. For further information please email: 
bereavement@eircom.net. 
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Charity No. 20009601

Buy a Trócaire Gift
and transform lives

this Christmas

Buy online at
trocaire.org or

Call 1850 408 408

St. Peter’s Church,
Phibsborough,

Dublin 7

Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited
For AD information Please Call:

1850 790000

SPREAD THE WORD: A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters – Support Our Advertisers!

BECAUSE VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES MATTER

HERTZ 294A NORTH CIRCULAR RD.
YOUR LOCAL VAN & CAR HIRE COMPANY

01 817 8476Phone: 
ncr@hertz.ieEmail: 

Advertisers:
Advertising Locally is more important 

than ever!
Encourage customers to help keep 

Phibsboro a vibrant, thriving community 
by doing YOUR business locally 

If you would like to advertise please 
contact Ruth on

086 045 27 37

You can’t always be there. But we can.

Live happier at home, for longer. 
7 Marino Mart, Dublin 3

Tel: 01 8535048
HomeInstead.ie

    340 North Circular Road, Phibsboro

Fresh food Deli, Groceries and Hot Food to go

    Billpay and            phone top-up available

Full

Now Open!

Fully Escorted Group Pilgrimages

(01) 878 8159  |  WWW.MARIAN.IE

Early Booking Offer

Medjugorje - Lourdes
Fatima

*Certain departures may be exempt from this offer. Offer 
applys to full packages only.

only €100 deposit required to book
and avail of offer on pilgrimages to

Book before February 1st 2018 
and receive €50 off per person

Commercial & Residential
Boiler Upgrades
Boiler Servicing
Plumbing & Heating
Free Estimates
Competitive Prices
SEAI Registered Contractor
RGII Registered Contractor

Established in 1992
Tel: 01 458 20 10  /  01 458 28 30

Web: www.gjengineering.ie

Tel: 01 838 9947
305 North Circular Rd, Phibsboro, D7 

www.ashleyford.ie

SALES, SERVICE & PARTS
YOUR MAIN 

FORD DEALER
FOR DUBLIN 7

THIS SPACE IS

Tel: 01-9011749
Mob: 087-2318852  

Contact us today Monday - Friday 
8:00am - 6:00pm

For more information contact
Ruth Bolger on 086 045 27 37
or rbolger@4lpi.ie

Contact Andrew at Massey Bros.  

Massey Bros. 88a Cabra Road, Dublin 7 

T: 01 838 9774 | E: andrew@masseybros.com  
www.masseybros.com 

Call free phone 1800 740 000 

Cremore Bakery 330 North Circular Road, Phibsboro, Beside P.O.

Tea / Coffee / Sandwich / Rolls / Birthday Cakes.

Ph: 01 860 3267               www.cremorebakery.com

SERVICES: Free Home Delivery | Free Blister Packing | Medicine Usage 
Reviews | Smoking Cessation | Blood Pressure Monitoring

| Repeat Prescriptions | Weight Management | Passport Photos

All prescipions dispensed including: GMS, Private, Drug Payment Scheme, 
Long Term Illness, Hospital Emergency, Dental

ALL
PRODUCTS
3 FOR 2(EXCLUDING MEDICENES & 

OTHER OFFERS)

Smith’s Pharmacy, 2b Quarry Road, Cabra, Dublin 7 -  Opening Hours: Mon-Sat: 9am-6pm

GLASNEVIN TRUST 
MONUMENT WORKS

LOCATED IN PALMERSTOWN CEMETERY
NEW HEADSTONES, ADDED INSCRIPTIONS, 

RENOVATIONS ETC…

Call: 086 331 34 32
Rmcgowan@glasnevin.ie

FREE
QUOTES

www.smithspharmacy.ie

Tel: 01 552 2002

THIS SPACE IS

COLLIS PHARMACY
350 North Circular Road

Serving the people of
Phibsboro since 1905

Ph: 01-830 0295
Fax: 01-830 5244

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm

Sat, 9am-6pm
Sun & Bank Holidays, 

11am-1pm
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